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A Century of Public Libraries
The General Assembly and the Library of 
Virginia helped create and expand 
the system that remains vital today

uring the past year, I have been pleased to receive 

invitations to speak at several events celebrating milestone 

anniversaries of the founding of Virginia public libraries—

most commemorating a century or, in a few cases, 50 years of library 

service. While preparing remarks for these events, I have been afforded 

the opportunity to look back through the decades and reflect on how 

today’s strong statewide network of public libraries came to be.

Early in the 20th century, educators first began partnering with 

community leaders to establish public libraries. Educators knew 

children were better prepared to meet life’s challenges when they had access beyond the school 

day to reading and reference materials. This was especially important in communities with large 

numbers of new immigrants, for libraries provided a setting in which new Americans could 

develop English language skills and 

learn about American history and 

culture. Often the initiative for a local 

library began when one enterprising 

citizen took the lead and convinced 

others to volunteer time or resources 

for a secure public space and a small collection of books. In 1904, the General Assembly 

helped encourage the creation of local libraries by allowing Virginia cities to use public funds to 

support them, and several years later that authority was extended to counties as well. Although 

many of these early public libraries were begun by volunteers, virtually all aligned themselves 

with their local governments to ensure their sustainability. 

The Library of Virginia created an extension division in 1926 that provided basic library 

service to rural areas of the state, first through boxes of books shipped to central locations in 

small communities, and later through a fleet of bookmobiles. The Library also worked closely 

with localities, especially in the years after World War II when state and federal funding for 

libraries became available, to nurture a functioning library system in every city and county 

in the state. Where a base population was too scattered or the local tax base too small to 

support a community library, the Library of Virginia encouraged cities and counties to pool 

their resources and create cost-effective regional library systems. The state’s public library 

system grew exponentially in the 1950s and 1960s, and with the establishment of the Craig 

County Public Library in 2003, Virginia’s public library system finally reached into every city 

and county in the state. 

Virginia’s public libraries continue to support the state’s educational system at all levels, 

but they are also vital partners with economic development, social services, public safety, 

and other local agencies working to improve the quality of life for all citizens. Libraries are an 

essential and beloved component of modern life in Virginia, as the large audiences that turn out 

to celebrate their milestone anniversaries affirm. 

Sincerely,
 

Sandra G. Treadway, Librarian of Virginia

D

ON THE COVER
This 1940s-era holiday card is one of the hundreds in 

the Library’s Ephemera Collection.

Libraries are an essential 
and beloved component 
of modern life in Virginia.



800 East Broad Street | Richmond, Virginia 23219-8000 | 804.692.3500 | www.lva.virginia.gov  

Welcome to the Library of Virginia, the state’s oldest institution dedicated to the 
preservation of Virginia’s history and culture. Our resources, exhibitions, and events 
attract nearly 200,000 visitors each year. Our collections, containing nearly 
119 million items, document and illustrate the lives of both famous Virginians and 
ordinary citizens. 

P
ho

to
gr

ap
hs

 ©
 P

ra
ka

sh
 P

at
el

2015  |  ISSUE NO. 4                                                                                                                                                           broadSIDE  1 

Merry Mementos Holiday Cards in the Ephemera Collection 2

Log On & Explore Delve into the Library’s Research Databases 4

Find Your History Success Stories from Our Reading Rooms 7

Literary Virginia Poetry from Weinstein Prize Winner Joshua Poteat 8

Calendar Upcoming Events & Exhibitions 10

Thank You! Library of Virginia Foundation Annual Support 12

Brown Teacher Institute & Fellows Library Hosts Teachers 16

In Circulation Remaking Virginia Exhibition Events 17

Adopt Virginia’s History Save a Piece of the Past 18

contents

PLAN YOUR VISIT

EXHIBITIONS
Remaking Virginia: 
Transformation through Emancipation
Through March 26, 2016

2015 | NO. 4

INFORMATION
804.692.3500 | www.lva.virginia.gov

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
www.lva.virginia.gov/news/holiday.asp

ADMISSION IS FREE
Some special programs may have fees. 
Check calendar listings for details.

PARKING
Limited parking for Library visitors is available 
in the underground parking deck, accessible 
from either Eighth or Ninth Streets. 

THE VIRGINIA SHOP
804.692.3524
Monday–Friday, 10:00 am–4:00 pm

THE VIRGINIA SHOP 
AT THE CAPITOL
804.698.7661
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

Sunday, 1:00–5:00 pm

DINING
Monday–Friday, 8:30 am–3:00 pm

Saturday, 11:00 am–2:00 pm

TOURS
804.692.3001 | tours@lva.virginia.gov
Please contact us a week ahead to schedule a 
free tour. Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–4:00 pm

LIBRARY REFERENCE DESK
804.692.3777
refdesk@lva.virginia.gov
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

ARCHIVES REFERENCE DESK
804.692.3888
archdesk@lva.virginia.gov
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

EVENTS
804.692.3592

CALENDAR
libva.com/news

STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES
804.692.3999
www.lva.virginia.gov/lib-edu/education
The Library provides relevant and useful 
educational material on Virginia’s history, 
culture, and people to educators, students, 
and lifelong learners of any age.

SUPPORT THE LIBRARY: 
MEMBERSHIP & OTHER 
GROUPS
804.692.3590 
amy.bridge@lva.virginia.gov
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Holiday greeting 
cards reflect 
economic, cultural, 
and artistic 
development

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

MERRY MEMENTOS             BY DANA PUGA

Since their emergence in the Victorian era, holiday greeting cards have been saved 

and collected for their visual appeal and the memories of friends and family that 

they evoke. Ephemeral in nature, they were not intended to last; yet they serve as 

iconic evidence of cultural and artistic development. These cards show changes in the 

printing trade as well as the evolution of the fashion, customs, and traditions embodied 

in our celebrations over time.

ENGLISH ORIGINS
The story of holiday greeting cards begins with Sir Henry Cole (1808–1882), an English civil 

servant and inventor. He began his career at the age of 15 in the Public Records Office, where 

he was instrumental in reforming the organization and preservation of the British National 

Archives. Cole was a reformer, extremely active in the artistic circles of the day, and an 

influencer of popular taste. He was associated with the development of the Uniform Penny 

Post, perforated postage stamps, and postcards. He is credited with the design of the first 

postage stamp, called the Penny Black. Cole was appointed the first general superintendent 

of the Department of Practical Art, established by the British government to improve the 

standards of art and design education. In this role he was instrumental in the creation of the 

Victoria and Albert Museum and became its first director. 



In 1843 Cole commissioned an artist friend, John 

Calcott Horsely, to design and print 1,000 cards with the 

phrase “A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.” The 

custom at the time was to send handwritten seasonal messages on calling cards 

or in letters. For people of prominence with large social circles, this could be an 

enormous task. The cards Horsely designed were printed on stiff cardboard of 

approximately index-card size, were hand-colored, and sold for 1 shilling each. 

Creating and sending greeting cards was a personal venture until affordable and 

efficient postal service was established in the 1860s. 

AMERICAN TRADITIONS
The tradition of sending holiday greeting cards in America was introduced early 

in the 1870s by the printer Louis Prang, a German immigrant. Prang was famous 

for his chromolithography trade cards, which were multicolored prints. At the 

suggestion of a friend, he overprinted one of his trade cards with the words 

“Merry Christmas” in the space usually devoted to an advertising slogan. Prang 

developed the “prize card” scheme, an annual Christmas card design competition. 

This practice was adopted by numerous greeting card manufacturers and 

continued into the 1950s.

Late in the 19th century the greeting card industry expanded rapidly. Materials 

like gold and silver and techniques such as chromolithography, lace paper, and blind 

embossing were used to produce highly decorative cards. Some were embellished 

with tassels, fringe, satin padding, and mother-of-pearl. An early form of pop-up 

card was introduced during this period. By early in the 20th century, mechanized production 

brought about simpler, cheaper cards. Line drawings with flat areas of color and cartoon-like 

styles became popular, along with photography. In addition to Prang, American publishers 

like Gibson and Company, Rust Craft Publishing (which produced the first enveloped card), 

American Greetings, and Hallmark went into business during these years and became the 

major manufacturers of greeting cards for all holidays.                    continues on page 6

SEASON’S GREETINGS

The holiday greeting cards in 

the Library’s collection include 

seasonal images, family 

photographs, and touches of 

nature. All cards are from the Ephemera 

Collection in the Visual Studies Collection, 

Manuscripts and Special Collections.

clockwise from far right bottom: 

Classical woman, 1912; Volumes of 

wishes, ca. 1930s; Santa in 

envelope, ca. 1950s; Lawrence 

family photograph card, 

1955; Hanukkah card, ca. 

1960s; and Miller & Rhoads 

department store card with 

snow globe, ca. 1960s.

Dana Puga is the prints and photographs collections specialist at the Library.
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RESEARCH RESOURCES

LOG ON & EXPLORE
Delve into the Library’s research databases

BY LISA WEHRMANN 

What was life like during colonial times? Was your 
ancestor a Civil War soldier? What building occupied 
the Library of Virginia’s current location in 1905?

The databases provided by the Library of Virginia can help to answer questions like these 

and many more. Whether you’re researching the history of Virginia in general, analyzing a 

specific time period or event, or exploring the life of one individual, the Library’s databases offer a 

plethora of historical documents, maps, records, personal papers, newspaper articles, and images 

to help you find what you’re looking for. The Library currently provides 32 research databases that 

can be accessed from any online device. Some of these resources are highlighted here.

THE WORLD AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 

Map images are among the items available through the Library of Virginia’s online research 

databases. The Osher Map Library holds gems like this 1633 world map, Nova Totius 
Terrarum Orbis Geographica AC Hydrographica Tabula Auct. Henr. Hondio, by Henricus 

Hondius. Image courtesy of the Osher Map Library, University of Southern Maine.
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HISTORICAL            
NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES

Digitized copies of more than 1,100 

periodicals published from colonial times 

to the mid-twentieth century can be 

perused in the American Periodicals 

database. Titles range from Thomas Paine’s 

Pennsylvania Magazine, which publicized 

recent inventions, to popular magazines such 

as Vanity Fair and Ladies’ Home Journal. 

Researchers will also find pioneering journals 

such as the Dial, Puck, and McClure’s in 

this collection. The Norfolk Journal and 

Guide (1916–2003) and the Washington 

Post (1877–1998) newspaper databases 

provide full-page and article images in easily 

downloadable PDF format. The Norfolk 

Journal and Guide encouraged African 

Americans to vote, spoke against restrictive 

covenants, and was one of only a small 

number of African American newspapers to 

provide on-site coverage of the “Scottsboro 

boys” trial in the 1930s. The Washington 

Post is probably best-known for its exposure 

of the Watergate scandal in the 1970s. Today 

it continues to be known for its in-depth 

investigative reporting and outstanding 

photo-essays. The Newspaper Archive is 

a digital collection of select issues of more 

than 5,000 local, national, and foreign 

newspapers, with dates ranging from 1607 to 

the present day. Virginia titles with extensive 

coverage include the Bee (Danville), 

Bluefield Daily Telegraph, Harrisonburg 

Daily News Record, Progress Index 

(Petersburg), Pulaski Southwest Times, 

Radford News Journal, and Winchester Star.

MILITARY SERVICE

If you’re looking for military service 

information for individuals who served 

in the United States armed forces, Fold3 

Library Edition is a good place to begin. 

With more than 60 million documents, 

this resource is a treasure trove of military 

records and personal histories. It includes 

Civil War and Revolutionary War service 

records and access to African American, 

Native American, American Revolution, 

and World War II archival collections. The 

American Civil War Research Database 

provides information for more than four 

million Civil War soldiers, and includes more 

than 17,000 photographs. In addition to 222 

volumes of rosters published by the adjutants 

general for each state involved in the war, it 

contains soldiers’ military records, pension 

index records, Grand Army of the Republic 

records, Roll of Honor records, Medal of 

Honor records, and regimental histories. It 

also includes battle orders and reports of 

such significant battles as Shiloh, Antietam, 

and Gettysburg. Access to first-person 

accounts and regimental histories compiled 

in the postwar period and early 20th century 

can be found in Civil War in Words and 

Deeds. These documents chronicle the highs 

and lows of army life from 1861 through 

1865, offering individual recollections of 

the reasons for volunteering, the experience 

of battle, the daily routines of camp life 

and garrison duty, and the despair of 

imprisonment. The database includes, in its 

entirety, the microfilm collection Travels 

in the Confederate States, as well as a 

small number of selected titles from the 

microfilm collection Travels in the New 

South I, 1865–1900. 

MAPS

Access to more than 1.5 million U.S. 

cadastral (landownership) maps with 

extensive coverage of cities and towns as 

well as rural and suburban areas from the 

late 1700s to the present day is provided by 

Historic Map Works Library Edition. 

Numerous illustrations of individual 

residences, schools, churches, and other 

structures are included on the atlases. The 

database also offers a collection of 

antiquarian maps from the University of 

Southern Maine’s Osher Map Library dated 

from the 15th to the 19th centuries, as well as 

more than 1,000 city directories and assorted 

ephemera such as railroad timetables and 

tickets, postcards, and advertisements. The 

Proquest Sanborn Maps Geo Edition, 

1867–1970, includes access to thousands of 

large-scale maps of Virginia towns and cities, 

searchable by address and GPS coordinates. 

The maps provide building outlines, size, use, 

and construction details; street names; street 

and sidewalk widths; property boundaries; 

and house and block numbers, as well as 

features such as pipelines, railroads, wells, 

and dumps. 

The Library’s databases 

offer a plethora of 

historical documents, 

maps, records, personal 

papers, newspaper 

articles, and images to 

help you find what 

you’re looking for.

Lisa Wehrmann is electronic reference 
services coordinator at the Library.

CIVIL WAR SERVICE 

Union soldier James H. Abbett can be found in the 

American Civil War Research Database. Born in Indiana, 

Abbett was 24 at the time of his enlistment on August 

15, 1862, in Helena, Minnesota. He mustered out on 

August 24, 1865, and applied for his pension in 1890. 

Image courtesy of Alexander Street Press.

DATABASE ACCESS 
Register online and get started 
To register, go to www.lva.virginia.gov/about/

policies/circ.htm or call 804.692.3547 for 

more information. Visit the Library’s “Using the 

Collections” page (www.lva.virginia.gov/public/

using_collections.asp) to begin your research. 

continues on page 6
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SYMBOLS & IMAGES
The traditional holiday imagery we see today evolved from a variety of influences. Charles Dickens’s novella A Christmas Carol immortalized 

England’s Victorian era in American Christmas celebrations and made its way into greeting card design. During the 18th and 19th centuries, 

thousands of German immigrants to America brought their traditional Christmas customs, including Kris Kringle. The imagery of Santa and 

his reindeer was a perfect match for greeting card decoration. Christian symbols like the cross, the bird of peace, the trinity, and the Madonna 

and child were, and still are, common images. Nature scenes such as holly, mistletoe, cardinals, poinsettia, and evergreens had religious and 

pagan meanings. Up until the 1940s, spring and summer flowers were common symbols that reflected yearning for the end of winter and 

renewal of spring. Women on greeting cards came to stand for allegorical or classic ideals and were shown in ancient dress or historic settings. 

The Colonial Revival movement in architecture and decorative arts showed up in greeting card design in the 1930s and 1940s, with early 

American motifs like fire and hearth, cottages in the snow, Christmas trees, wreathed doorways, and candles becoming iconic symbols of the 

season. The 1950s saw an expansion on this ideal with the inclusion of family photographs on holiday cards.

HOLIDAY GREETING CARDS IN THE EPHEMERA COLLECTION
The Library of Virginia collects ephemera with Virginia images or with some connection to Virginians. The Library currently has 326 

holiday greeting cards in the Manuscripts and Special Collections’ Ephemera Collection (with more interspersed in the archival collections). 

They include cards sent by governors and local businesses, cards made by Virginia artists, and cards saved by everyday families. The 

majority of our collection is from the 1940s through 1960s and reflects the themes and styles still prevalent today.

These items were received as part of larger ephemera donations and were not acquired through a specific collecting effort for holiday 

greeting cards. Although ephemeral items were meant to be discarded after use, greeting cards traditionally have a higher survival rate because 

of their sentimental and decorative appeal, as well as the practice of saving them in albums and scrapbooks. These items may become even more 

collectible in the future as online communication expands and the tradition of mailing greeting cards begins to fade.  n

Merry Mementos, from page 3

The database allows users to layer maps 

from different years on top of each other 

and over modern street, satellite, and hybrid 

images. Sanborn maps are valuable tools 

for urban planners, architects, genealogists, 

local historians, and anyone who wants 

to learn about the history, growth, and 

development of American cities, towns, and 

neighborhoods. 

GENEALOGY &          
PERSONAL HISTORIES 

Diaries, journals, and narratives of 

explorers, immigrants, military men, Native 

Americans, and travelers for the period from 

1700 to 1950 can be found in Mountain 

People: Life and Culture in Appalachia. 

Essays regarding the development of farming 

and mining communities, family histories, 

and folklore are also included. These texts 

provide a unique perspective on daily life 

in the vast region between Lexington, 

Kentucky, and Winchester, Virginia, 

and from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to 

Birmingham, Alabama. Heritage Quest can 

be an excellent starting point for genealogical 

research. It offers access to U.S. census 

records, U.S. Indian census rolls, U.S. city 

directories, Freedman’s Bank records, slave 

schedules, and Revolutionary War records. 

In addition, it includes more than 28,000 

family and local history texts. The People 

of the Founding Era: A Prosopographical 

Approach provides information for more 

than 25,000 individuals born between 1713 

and 1815. Since 2007, Rotunda, a division 

of University of Virginia Press, has made 

more than 200 volumes of Founding Fathers 

content available online. This database 

aggregates biographical information taken 

from the annotations of these volumes and 

other documentary editions of the Founding 

Era Collection to create a sort of biographical 

glossary. The Library also offers access to the 

Rotunda editions of the Papers of George 

Washington, Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 

Papers of James Madison, and Papers of 

John Marshall. These titles document the 

lives of some of the most important political 

figures in our nation’s history and are a 

valuable source of primary and secondary 

materials for students and scholars.  n

CHANGING CITYSCAPE 

This detail from a Sanborn map image shows that in 

1905 the Bijou Theatre was located on Richmond’s 

Broad Street between 8th and 9th Streets, where the 

Library of Virginia now stands. Sanborn Maps, sheet 

00007, Richmond, Henrico County, Virginia, 1905.

Log On & Explore, from page 5
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Help us document your discoveries with a simple form

CAROLYN GIBBONS
Fayetteville, North Carolina

I have been looking off and on for the origin 

of David Dryden (Taylor), who appeared in 

Chalkley’s Annals as [being] in the Augusta 

County Militia in 1742. Today I found in the 

Augusta County Deed Book 1 his purchase of 

land—stating he was from Orange County. YAY!

BIG FIND” STORIES
FROM OUR READING ROOMS

“Tell Us Your Story!” Forms
www.lva.virginia.gov/forms/big-find.pdf

“

FIND YOUR HISTORY

JESSE MCCAULEY
Richmond, Virginia

I have been combing the microfilm from the 

Times-Dispatch and Richmond News Leader 
from 1931 for months now. Searching for 

an article by grainy image alone seemed 

impossible, but with the help of the Library 

of Virginia researchers, today I found this 

elusive article! The article describes the first 

couple—to be specific, the first woman: Mrs. 

Washington Drew—to be admitted to the 

Robert E. Lee Camp Confederate Soldiers’ 

Home. Beth O’Leary, who asked me to find 

this article, will certainly be overjoyed!

BETTY GERMAN
Midlothian, Virginia

In researching a Surry County, Virginia, 

ancestor, I was able to find his mother’s 

name in a Chancery cause, his date and 

place of birth, and—through further research 

in the Sussex County records—his mother’s 

maiden name. Furthermore, this discovery 

uncovered his father’s name, his will, and his 

grandmother’s name. This opens up a new line 

of ancestors in the mid-1700s in Virginia!

KIMBERLY POINSETT-HOLMES
Williamsburg, Virginia

My sister and I have been told since we 

were kids that we were related to John Hart, 

one of the signers of the Declaration of 

Independence. After age 50, we both finally 

got serious about researching and wanted to 

apply for membership to the Society of the 

Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration 

of Independence. But we couldn’t find the 

“Pyne’s Register” [The Genealogical Register 
of the Descendants of the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, by Frederick 

Pyne], which would show some of the proven, 

researched genealogies that would at least 

have one of our great-great-grandfathers/

grandmothers listed. Librarians in Virginia 

were telling us that it was a book that could 

not be “inter-library loaned,” so we would 

have to make a trip to Richmond to the 

Library of Virginia. The librarian here took 

us straight to the book and, much to our 

astonishment and amazement, my sister and 

I were named and listed in the book on page 

597. I was SO EXCITED! We will submit 

our applications to this extraordinary society 

tomorrow! Thank you!

TELL US YOUR STORY

ave you found something special in 

the Library of Virginia’s collections? 

An ancestor’s birth record, a missing family 

photo, the house your grandparents lived in, 

or the story of a long-lost relative? Celebrate 

your story and help others realize how the 

Library of Virginia’s collections can touch 

lives. Tell us about it! If it has meaning to 

you, it has meaning to us, and we want to 

recognize your big find! Tell us what you 

found, how you found it, and why it means 

so much to you by documenting your find. 

Tell Us Your Story forms are available in 

the reading rooms. You can post your big 

find on our “Discoveries” boards there. The 

forms are also available online at www.lva.

virginia.gov/forms/big-find.pdf. Some stories 

might inspire articles in Library of Virginia 

publications or blogs.

H
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Illustrating the illustrators 
From Illustrating the Machine That Makes the World by Joshua Poteat

When we wrote the name that we were told 

 was ours, the name that contained all 

we would be given and all that would be lost, 
  there was a pleasure in the small, exact 

movements of our hands, the pencil a machine, 

 worshipped, and that was where it began.

We said Let us be children together, 
  and we drew our lives before the body. 

We drew the coal-quay whores with wooden legs, 

 the tow-horses asleep against the fog. Even dusk

flooded a whole new darkness, a sympathetic ink. 

  We said If death is like this then give us more. 

literary virginia

PRIZED POET

Poet Joshua Poteat is also an assemblage artist. He makes 

light boxes out of found materials, and has collaborated with 

the designer Roberto Ventura on art installations.

Poteat Receives Weinstein Poetry Prize
$10,000 honor recognizes significant contribution to the art of poetry

Congratulations to Joshua Poteat, the recipient of the 2015 Carole Weinstein Poetry Prize. Poteat is the author 

of The Regret Histories, which won the National Poetry Series 2014 prize; The Scenery of Farewell and Hello 

Again, chapbook (2014); For the Animal, chapbook (2013); Illustrating the Machine that Makes the World, which 

received honorable mention at the 2009 Library of Virginia Literary Awards; Ornithologies, which was a finalist at 

the 2006 Library of Virginia Literary Awards and won the Anhinga Press 2004 Poetry Prize; and Meditations, which 

won the 2004 Poetry Society of America’s National Chapbook Award. Poteat was the 2011–2012 Donaldson Writer in 

Residence at the College of William and Mary. He lives in Richmond and is a copy editor at the Martin Agency.

The Carole Weinstein Poetry Prize is awarded each year to a poet with strong connections to Virginia. The 

$10,000 annual prize recognizes significant recent contribution to the art of poetry and is awarded on the basis     

of a range of achievement in the field of poetry. There is no formal application process or competition. Selection   

and notification of the annual prize is made by a four-member Board of Curators. For further information visit 

www.weinsteinpoetryprize.org.
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POETRY

Elizabeth Seydel Morgan                                             
Spans: New and Selected Poems

Steve Scafidi | The Cabinetmaker’s Window WINNER

Corrie Williamson | Sweet Husk

Honorable Mention

Melanie McCabe | What the Neighbors Know

NONFICTION 

Andrew Kaufman | Give War and Peace a Chance 

Turk McCleskey | The Road to Black Ned’s Forge 

Brigid Schulte | Overwhelmed | WINNER 

EMYL JENKINS SEXTON LITERARY AWARD 
FOR FICTION

Kelly Cherry | A Kind of Dream

Kimberly Elkins | What Is Visible 

Josh Weil | The Great Glass Sea | WINNER

LITERARY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Jan Karon

PEOPLE’S CHOICE FICTION FINALISTS

Donna Andrews | The Good, the Bad, and the Emus 
WINNER

John Grisham | Gray Mountain

Jeffrey Johnson | The Hunger Artist

Lydia Netzer | How to Tell Toledo from the Night Sky

Martha Woodroof | Small Blessings

PEOPLE’S CHOICE NONFICTION FINALISTS

John Casey | Beyond the First Draft

Andrew Kaufman | Give War and Peace a Chance

Beth Macy | Factory Man | WINNER

James McPherson | Embattled Rebel

Brigid Schulte | Overwhelmed

ART IN LITERATURE:                                 
THE MARY LYNN KOTZ AWARD 

Susan Vreeland | Lisette’s List

THE CAROLE WEINSTEIN POETRY PRIZE

Joshua Poteat

HONORARY CHAIRS
The Hon. Anne Holton & The Hon. Tim Kaine

HOST COMMITTEE
Frazier & Brad Armstrong
Kate & Bob Duval
Jessica & Dean King
Edith M. & R. Chambliss Light, Jr.
Chris Marston
Anna Moser & Peter Schwartz
Hugo A. Owens Jr.
Patrice Owens Parker
Kathy & Steve Rogers
Pia Trigiani
Carole & Marcus Weinstein

SPONSORS
Christian & Barton, LLP
Dominion
Mary Lynn & Nick Kotz
Library of Virginia Foundation
Diane & Mike Marston
MercerTrigiani
Richmond Times-Dispatch
Kathy & Steve Rogers
Anna Moser & Peter Schwartz
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
Weinstein Properties
Wythken Printing

LITERARY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
Jan Karon

POETRY AWARD
Steve Scafidi

THE CAROLE WEINSTEIN POETRY PRIZE
Josh Poteat

NONFICTION AWARD
Brigid Schulte

FICTION AWARD
Josh Weil

PEOPLE’S CHOICE NONFICTION AWARD
Beth Macy

PEOPLE’S CHOICE FICTION AWARD
Donna Andrews

MARY LYNN KOTZ AWARD
Susan Vreeland

Literary Awards Celebration 

CONGRATULATIONS!
Winners and finalists honored at 18th Annual Literary Awards

Congratulations to the winners and finalists honored at a gala celebration hosted by 

author Adriana Trigiani on October 17, 2015, at the Library of Virginia. For more 

information, visit www.lva.virginia.gov/litawards.

LITERARY AWARDS FINALISTS
©
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calendar                                     Fall/Winter    Events

All events are free unless otherwise noted.

Tuesday, November 10
5:30–7:30 pm

BOOK TALK WITH L. DOUGLAS WILDER 
Son of Virginia: 
A Life in America’s Political Arena 
Place: Lecture Hall

L. Douglas Wilder, 
governor of Virginia from 
1990 until 1994 and 
the first African Ameri-
can in the United States 
to be elected governor, 
will speak about and 
sign his new memoir, 
Son of Virginia: A Life 
in America’s Political 
Arena. His candid mem-
oir details the struggles 
he faced during his long 

career in public service and offers a portrait 
of the changing face of America. Throughout 
his public life Governor Wilder has been in the 
forefront of the fight for social justice. 

Wednesday, November 11
HOLIDAY CLOSING 
Closed for Veterans Day

Friday, November 13 | 9:30 am–12:30 pm

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 
Find Your Family History at the Library 
of Virginia: Getting Started  
Place: Conference Rooms
Cost: $25 ($20 for Semper Virginia Society 
members) 
Join Library of Virginia 
archivists as they 
introduce you to 
the types of records 
that are held in the 
Library’s collections 
and help you get 
started with your 
genealogical research. 
No experience necessary. 
Registration required. For registration and 
more information, go to: http://tinyurl.com/
LoVGenWrkshp.

Saturday, November 14
EVENT CLOSING 
Closed for the Anthem Richmond Marathon

Saturday, November 21 | Noon–2:00 pm

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Transcribe-a-thon  
Place: Network Training Center 
Join other volunteers to transcribe handwritten 
pages by reading written text and typing it into 
digital form. Participate in enhancing access 
to collections of more than 400 years of 
Virginia history and culture. Twelve computer 
stations will be available. If you have your own 
laptop, please bring it! Transcribe-a-thons 
are facilitated by the volunteer organization 
HandsOn Greater Richmond. Minimum age is 
16 (12 with an adult). Registration required: 
http://bit.ly/LVAvolunteer. 

Wednesday (at noon)–
Saturday, November 25–28
HOLIDAY CLOSING 
Closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday

Saturday, December 19 | Noon–2:00 pm

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Transcribe-a-thon  
Place: Network Training Center 
Join other volunteers to transcribe handwritten 
pages by reading written text and typing it into 
digital form. Participate in enhancing access 
to collections of more than 400 years of 
Virginia history and culture. Twelve computer 
stations will be available. If you have your own 
laptop, please bring it! Transcribe-a-thons 
are facilitated by the volunteer organization 
HandsOn Greater Richmond. Minimum age is 
16 (12 with an adult). Registration required: 
http://bit.ly/LVAvolunteer. 

Thursday–Saturday, December 24–26  
HOLIDAY CLOSING 
Closed for the Christmas Holiday

Friday–Saturday, January 1–2  
HOLIDAY CLOSING 
Closed for the New Year’s Holiday 

Saturday, January 30 | Noon–2:00 pm

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Transcribe-a-thon  
Place: Network Training Center 
Join other volunteers to transcribe handwritten 
pages by reading written text and typing it into 
digital form. Participate in enhancing access 
to collections of more than 400 years of 
Virginia history and culture. Twelve computer 
stations will be available. If you have your 
own laptop, please bring it! Transcribe-a-
thons facilitated by the volunteer organization 
HandsOn Greater Richmond. Minimum age is 
16 (12 with an adult). Registration required: 
http://bit.ly/LVAvolunteer. 

For the latest event information
Check our online calendar: 

www.lva.virginia.gov/news/calendar.asp 

Sign up to receive our monthly E-newsletter: 

www.lva.virginia.gov/news/newsletter
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exhibitions

at 800 
east broad

Through March 26, 2016 | Exhibition Gallery & Lobby

REMAKING VIRGINIA: 

TRANSFORMATION 

THROUGH EMANCIPATION 
Even as the Civil War was still being fought, the status of 
almost half a million African Americans in Virginia began to 
change. No longer were they someone else’s property—they 
were free. They anticipated the promise of change from their 
former status as slaves: the promises of education, political 
participation, and full citizenship. Yet, in their struggle to 
achieve these goals, freedmen and freedwomen faced the 
hostility of their former masters and the society that had long 
benefited from their labor. Union troops and U.S. government 
officials reconstructing the Southern states were often 
indifferent. What challenges did African Americans face in 
their struggle to achieve what they believed freedom would 
bring them? What obstacles blocked their efforts to gain 
citizenship? How successful were African Americans during 
Reconstruction in claiming their objectives? Did the 14th 
and 15th Amendments to the Constitution significantly aid 
them in their struggles? Remaking Virginia offers a look at the 
changing world Virginians faced during Reconstruction.

2015  |  ISSUE NO. 4                                                                                                                                                          broadSIDE  11

LOVE YOUR ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES MONTH 
IN VIRGINIA
Poster celebrates the state’s rich cultural record

TRAVELING EXHIBITIONS
For a schedule of our traveling exhibitions, please visit:

www.lva.virginia.gov/public/smw/2015/exhibit.htm

www.lva.virginia.gov/public/vawomen/2015/events.htm

THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT, CELEBRATED MAY 19TH, 1870. 

James C. Beard, artist. Lithograph, ca. 1871. Manuscripts and Special Collections. 

This year’s Archives Month poster—Archival Treasures: Find Your Hidden Gem—

was created from images submitted from archival repositories across the state. We 

encourage you to explore your Virginia history by delving into an archives collection 

near you—whatever the month. For more information, go to www.lva.virginia.gov/public/

archivesmonth. Since 2002, the Library of Virginia, in conjunction with the Virginia Caucus 

of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference and the Library of Virginia Foundation, 

has produced a poster commemorating the commonwealth’s archival and special collections 

repositories and the rich cultural records they protect. Each year, cultural heritage 

repositories from across the state contribute to the celebration by sharing images for 

inclusion on the poster and the annual celebration website, as well as by hosting events at 

their home institutions during the month of October.
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Founder’s Circle Gifts of $2,500+

John Mason Lee Antrim

Ellen & Orran Brown

Dominion Foundation

Kathleen & Steve Rogers

Sandra Gioia Treadway

Virginia Commission for the Arts

Virginia Daughters of the American Revolution

Carole & Marcus Weinstein

Leadership Circle Gifts 
of $1,000–$2,499

Frazier & Brad Armstrong

Mary Anna & Peter Broadbent

Stephie & Charles Broadwater

Lucy & Randolph Church

Patricia Evans

William Farley

Friends of hte Virginia State Archives

IBM

Katherine Keel

Mary Jo & Joe Kearfott

Jim Lafkas

Garland Miller

Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia

National Society Daughters of the      
American Revolution

Vince Price 

Rappahannock Committee of the National 
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia

Marcy & Hunter Sims

Robert Starke

The Community Foundation for           
Northern Virginia

The National Society Daughters of        
American Colonists – Virginia

Katie & Ted Ukrop

Virginia Foundation for the             
Humanities & Public Policy

Patron Gifts of $500–$999

Ann Askew

Robin & Gerald Baliles

Josie Ballato

Lynn & J. Temple Bayliss

Carol & Warren Billings

Jon Bowerbank

Amy Bridge

Grace & Bill Broaddus

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

James Cook

Jim Glanville

Heather & Scott Hicks 

Thomas Hill

Janna & Marc Leepson

Alice & Dan Lynch

Diane & Michael Marston

Josephine & Thomas Miller

Norfolk Southern Foundation

Carolyn Pappas

Robert P. Buford Family Fund

Mariah Robinson

Brenda & Neil Smith

Kenan & Briscoe White

Sustainer Gifts of $250–$499

Dana & Marshall Acuff 

Huldah & S. Wyndham Anderson

Arthur Backstrom

John Barnes

Mildred Bell

Lorene & Bob Blackwood

Denise & Donald Booth

Anne & James Bugg

Elizabeth Butterworth

Linda Caldwell

Edith M. & Robert Chambliss Light, Jr.

Deanna Chavez

Michael Chesson

Vanessa Crews

Betty Ann Dillon

Virginia S. Dunn

Kate Duval

Carolyn Eddy

Roberta & Mark Emblidge

Laura Feller & John Fleckner

Harold Gill

Katherine Smallwood & Robert Gottschalk

Margaret & John Hager

Laura & Robert Hartless

R. Neil Hening

Mary & Miles Cary Johnston, Jr.

Jane & Joseph Knox

Anna Logan Lawson

Bessie Manz

Valerie & Michael Mayo

Charlotte McCutcheon

Cara & John Metz

Ernestine Middleton

Semper Virginia Society
The members of the Semper Virginia Society help to further the 

Library of Virginia Foundation’s mission of promoting cultural and 

historical literacy throughout the commonwealth. Each gift represents a

strong vote of support for the work that we do and is gratefully received. 

This list represents gifts of $50 or more that were received 

between July 1, 2014, and June 30, 2015, and includes 

both unrestricted gifts and gifts restricted to a specific project.

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA FOUNDATION
A N N U A L  S U P P O R T  2 0 1 5
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William Milam

Su Yong Min

Martha & Richard Morrill

Robert Muse

Dorothy & Stanley Pauley

Mary Perkins

Donna & Mark Romer

Rachel & George Sanborn

Scottrade

Marion & Arthur Seder

Katherine Smith

Nancy & William Smith

Peggy & Jamie Stalnaker

R. Lee Stephens, Jr. 

Timothy Sullivan

Cherie Swenson

Margaret Van Hemert

Dudley Cabell Vest

George Wildasin

Supporter Gifts of $100–$249

Diane & David Adkins

Christopher Agnew

Virginia Arnold

Jean & Breck Arrington

L. Ray Ashworth

Elizabeth Askew

Lois Badey

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Nancy & Matthew Barlow

Frederick Boelt

Cynthia & Russell Booker

Betty Bowles

Caroline Brandt

Peggy & Thomas Brown

Lee Camp

Mary Cardozo

Richard Carrington

Michael Chitwood

Leila Christenbury

Martin Clark

Mary S. Clark

Mildred & John Curtis

Julia & John Curtis, Jr.

Marty Moon & John Davies III

Beverly J. Davis III

Adeline & Robert deButts

Lucy del Cardayre

Mary Detrana

Bette & John Dillehay

Nadine & James Donachy

Lillian Eberle

Maureen Egan

Brenda Epperson

Kelley M. Ewing

Mark E. Fagerburg

Susan Falbo

Anne Firsching 

Laura Feller & John Fleckner

Philomena & Joseph Formica

Fran & Lawrence Framme III

Shela Fretwell

Ann Friedman

Ann Bemiss Fry

Cecilia & Alfred Fry

Carrie Galeski

Jane & Ray Garland

Joyce Garner

Palmer & Douglas Garson

Joan & Peter P. Gates

Betty Y. Gollwitzer

Carolyn K. Gomez-Foronda & Patricio Gomez

Georgie & Gilbert Green

Miriam & Barry Green

Margaret Grimes

Judith & Timothy Hall

Dana Hamel

Carol Hampton

Oriana & Frank Hargrove

Pat & Reno Harp

Clara Harsh

Lyndon H. Hart III

Janice M. Hathcock

Patricia Haynsworth

Carol & Eric Henderson

Jean Holman

Harriett Hook

James Hornsby

Jo Ann & Peter Howard

Linda & Roger Hultgren

Sarah Innes

John Jameson

June & LeVonne Johnson

Thomas O. Jones

Judith Jones

Louise & George Kegley

Susan Keller

Gordon Kerby

Roberta Kerr

Elizabeth Roderick & John Kneebone

Lyn & Donald M. Kocen

Kelly & Bob Kyle

Win & Roger Loria 

Sharon & Jack Manzari

Diane & Michael Marston

Cynthia Mattson

Adrienne & John Maxwell

Lynne McClendon

Emily & Daniel McDaniel

Mary & John McDonald, Jr.

Josephine & Thomas Miller

Frances Millhouser

George Mitchell

Marilyn Moll

Norman Moon

Lisa & William Moore

Shelley Murphy

Patty & Ned Nicholas

Trudy Norfleet

Norfolk Southern Foundation

Jim Nyfeler

Patrice Owens Parker

Philip Paschall

Elizabeth Paschall

Sharon & Edson Pederson

Virginia & Manuel Pinto

Jane & Kenneth Plum

Marilyn Pollard

Jane & John Prince

Dee Raubenstine

Amy Reger

Joanne & John Rilling

Avis Robinson

Lauri & Penn Rogers

Mildred Runkle

Emily & John Salmon

Eileen & Thomas Sanders

Barbie & Donald Selby

Virginius R. Shackelford III

Charol Shakeshaft

Beverly Sherrid

Julia Shields

Melinda & Ernest Edward Skinner

Susan & Mark Sokolsky

Mary & William Lee Stagg III

Sharon Stine

Richard Szucs

The HF Group

Margaret Thorpe

Philip McClain Tinsley, Jr. 

Richard Toler

Virginia & Massie Valentine

C. Porter Vaughan III

Ellen & Robert Vaughan III

Janelle Via-McKown

Dorris Wampler

Cornelia Warmenhoven

Camille Wells

Diane & David West

Rosalie & Hugh West

Sigrin & Kennon Whittle

Georga Williams 
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Beatrice & Richard Wills 

Amy & Mauri Winegardner

Nadine Wingfield

Linda Winograd

Thomas Wolf

Friend Gifts of $50–$99

Beverly Abdus-Sabur

H. Cary Adams

Julian Adkins

Alfred Alexander

Janis Allen

Robert Alley

Leda Ansbro

Glenna Bailey

John Baker

Lee Ball

Sandra & Robert Balster

Barbara C. Batson

Sue Beard

John Bishop

John Blackwell

Carole Bradley

Matilda & John Bradshaw, Jr.

Gail Braxton

Amy Breedlove

Darleen & Howard Brown

Dorcas & Landon Browning

George Bruner, Jr.

Chad Burchett

Caryl Burtner

Jean Busboso

Paul Casalaspi

Thomas Casey

Pauline & John Christian, Jr.

Marjorie & E. Dale Clark

Courtney Clements

Nell & Howard Cobb

Betsy Cole

Carl Colonna

Harriett & David Condon

Diane Conwell

Larry Coons

Mary Patricia Cothrun

William Craghead

Berenice & Walter Craigie

Carol & Lonnie Dalton

Karen Darner

Betsy Brinson & Gordon Davies

Mary & Allen Davis

Rickey Davis

John Deal

Pam & Thomas Digges

Jacqueline Driver

Lyn & Tom Emory

Shirley Ennis

Carol & John Epperly

Carol Ann Estes

Christopher Evans

Crissandra Faison

Jennifer Fergusson

John Festa

Mary & William Fox

Callie & Jim Freed

David & Marion George

William Goodman

Noreen Goodson

Brenda Grady

Ann Gray

Linda & William Green

Susan Green

Mary & William Guthrie

Jane Hamilton

Sharon & Charles Hamner, Jr.

Courtenay & J. Woods Hansen

Pat Harmon

Lucinda Harrison-Cox

Linda Harwell

Sheila & Stanley Hazen

Sarah Hazlegrove

Sandra & Ronald Heinemann

Marina Heiss

Alfred Herman

Sue Hoffman

Jo Ann & Robert Hofheimer

Thomas Hundley

Marie Jennings

Marion Jones

Willa Kalman

Susan Krumhaus

Charlotte LaRoy

Cecelia Lazzaro

Anite Lee

Sue Kellon & Robert Lee

Leroy Lewis

Barbara Little

S. J. Lobaugh

Judith & John Looney

Karen & Rodney Lorence

Joan Losen

Calvin Lucy

Betty MacDuff

Lisa Maloney

Deirdra McAfee

Jo & Clifton McCleskey

Mary McCormack

Hylah & J. P. McGuire Boyd

Maria McKelvey

E. A. McMath

Margaret McNeny

Robert Miller

Lyle Minter

Mark Monson

John Mooring

Mary Angela & Joseph Morgan

Kathy Mountcastle

Judi Niermann

Nancy Ody

Charles Peachee

Sharon Peery

Leslie Pietrzyk

Peter Piness

Joanne Porter

Leighton Powell

Grady Powell

Cynthia Price

Roy Putze

Becky Quesenberry

Karen Ramsdell

Ann & Charles Reed, Jr.

Renaissance Charitable Foundation Inc.

Patricia Ridgely

Barbara Rio

Emily Robertson

Bartley Robey

Patricia Rollston

Jennifer Rougeau

Elizabeth Schulz

Betty Shumate

William Sigman

Casper Sigmon

Ann Silverstein

William Simpson

Mcneale Smith

Errol Somay

Janet Spahr

Rita Stone

Sue & Francis Terminella

Nancy & Morton Thalhimer, Jr.

Kenneth Thomas

Margaret Thomas

Sandra Thompson

John Trezise

Jacquline & Walter Tucker

Anne & Robert Turnbull

Patsy Turney

Leigh Vaughan

Nancy & Ernest Vaughan, Jr.

Mary Vidlak

Jessica Ward

Renee Warren

Lowry Watkins
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Nancy Weeks

John Wells

Mabel Wells

Nancy & John West III

Clara Wheeler

Laura & Donald Whitley

James Williamson

Sandra Williamson

Mary Windle-Jacobs

Marty Witthoefft 

Hannah Lauck & John Wood

The Fry-Jefferson Map Society seeks to develop, 
enhance, and promote the cartographic collections 
of the Library of Virginia by supporting its research, 
acquisition, preservation, education, exhibition, 
and lecture programs. All gifts to the Map Society 
go directly to support the Library’s cartographic 
collection and programs.

Peter Agelasto

William Anderson

Josie Ballato

Joel Baskin

Jerome Becker

John Bottger

Kim Brace

Alan Brody

William Browder

Kevin Case

Joseph Catanzaro

Philip Deemer

Susan & John Docktor

John & Eliane Dotson

June & Porter Echols

Page Edgerton

Evelyn Edson

Hunter Gaunt

Dennis Gurtz

Alyson Taylor White & Roger Habeck

John Haldeman

Charles Hall

Bert Johnson

Jeffrey Katz

Joseph Marinucci

Marianne McKee

Stephanie & Edward Oldfield III

Duncan Payne

Peter Piness

Bernice & Peter Porrazzo

Carolyn & Clyde Ratcliffe

Edward Redmond

Kathleen Register

Lauri & Penn Rogers

Jeanne & Thomas Sander

Richard Sayre

John Selph

Albert Small

Mary & Jack Spain, Jr. 

Kathryn Thurman

J. Thomas Touchton

Luke Vavra

Anne & Conrad Warlick

Larry Watson

David Williams

Thomas Wolf

Nat Wooding

Joyce & Bill Wooldridge

Don Zeigler

Bucci & John Zeugner

Membership in the Virginia Authors Circle is open 
to Virginia authors and their families. All funds 
raised go directly toward purchasing titles by 
Virginia authors.

Cece Bell & Tom Angleberger

Jean & Breck Arrington

Michael Chitwood

Martin Fillmore Clark

Ruth Ann & John Coski

Edward Crapol

Lee Smith & Hal Crowther

Mary & James Doherty

Daisy & James Allen Douglas

Ruth Doumlele

Bob Lipper & Margaret Edds

Laura Feller & John Fleckner

Clifford Garstang

Harold Gill

Doris Gwaltney

Jane & Earl Hamner

Cathryn Hankla

Michael House

Arthur Impastato

Kathy & Joe Jackson, Jr.

LuAnn Keener-Mikenas

Jan Neuharth & Joseph Keusch

Margaret Mackinnon

Catherine Maxwell

Michael Nicholls

Virginia Pye

George Reiger

Libba & James Robertson, Jr.

Emily & John Salmon

Delores & Ron Smith

Martha & Tom Steger

Mary Miley Theobald

Logan Ward

Betty & Hays Watkins

Anne Westrick

Library of Virginia Literary Awards  
Celebration 2014 Sponsors

Dana & Marshall Acuff 

Blue Ridge A/V & Lighting

Christian & Barton, LLP

Cynthia V. Bailey

Dominion

Christopher Marston

MercerTrigiani

Hugo A. Owens, Jr.

Katherine Neville & Karl Pribram

Kathy & Steve Rogers

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Virginia Commission for the Arts

Virginia Commonwealth University College    
of Humanities and Sciences

Kathy & John Watkins

Weinstein Properties

Wythken Printing

Matching Gift Companies
These companies supported the philanthropy of 
their employees by matching their contributions. 
Please contact your human resources office to 
find out whether your company has a matching 
gift program.

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Coille Limited Partnership, LP 

Dominion Foundation 

IBM

Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies

Norfolk Southern Foundation

If there is an error in this list, please call 
804.692.3900. 

V
A

Virginia 
Authors 
Circle
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EDUCATION

Library Hosts Teachers
Anne & Ryland Brown Teacher Enrichment Fund 
supports professional development

ndowed in 2009 by Ellen and Orran Brown in honor of his parents, Anne and 
Ryland Brown, of Forest, Virginia, the Brown Teacher Enrichment Fund is a 

legacy to their lifelong belief in the power of education to improve an individual’s 
well-being and that of his or her family. The fund supports two important programs 
at the Library of Virginia that enhance knowledge and training in history and social 
science instruction in Virginia. 

2015 BROWN TEACHER INSTITUTE FOCUSED ON THE 
RECONSTRUCTION AMENDMENTS AND THEIR LEGACY
This year the Library partnered with the Virginia General Assembly’s 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Commission to create a Brown 

Teacher Institute focusing on the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments 

(the Reconstruction Amendments) to the United States Constitution and 

the Library’s current exhibition, Remaking Virginia: Transformation through 
Emancipation. Held August 3–4 at the Library of Virginia, the event 

featured guest speakers Dr. Edward Ayers of the University of Richmond, 

who addressed the history of the Reconstruction period in Virginia, and 

author Anne Westrick and teacher Joshua Forbes, who spoke on pairing 

historical fiction with primary sources in the classroom. The teachers 

toured the Remaking Virginia exhibition, explored digital resources offered 

by the MLK Commission and the Library (including the Document Bank 

of Virginia, the Library’s digital initiative to get primary source documents 

into classrooms), honed their transcription skills with the Library’s 

“Making History” online transcription project, and attended the MLK 

Commission’s “50th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965” panel discussion. 

2015 BROWN RESEARCH FELLOWS DEVELOPED 
ONLINE RESOURCES FOR VIRGINIA CLASSROOMS
Brown Teacher Research Fellowships provide educators with an opportunity to study 

a topic related to Virginia’s history and culture and to develop teaching materials in 

collaboration with the Library’s professional staff. This year’s Fellows were Joy Beatty, 

a history and world geography teacher at Thomas Jefferson High School in Richmond, 

and W. Scott Pierce, the social studies instructional lead teacher at Heritage High School 

in Newport News. Both teachers worked on sets of documents for the Document Bank 

of Virginia project. Beatty focused on content related to Richmond’s Jackson Ward 

neighborhood during the 19th century, while Pierce worked on content related to 

African Americans seeking their rights as defined in the Reconstruction Amendments 

and the corresponding reactions of white citizens.

E

DEDICATED EDUCATORS

Joy Beatty and W. Scott Pierce, this summer’s Brown Teacher 

Research Fellows, both worked on materials for the Library’s 

Document Bank of Virginia project (www.edu.lva.virginia.gov/dbva).

TEACHER TRAINING

above: Participants watch a presentation at the Brown 

Teacher Institute, held August 3–4. 

below: Exhibitions coordinator Barbara Batson and 

director of Public Services and Outreach Gregg 

Kimball lead teachers through a tour of the Library’s 

current exhibition, Remaking Virginia: Transformation 
through Emancipation.
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SOLDIERS’ STORIES

clockwise from upper left: 

1. Audience members listen to the panelists. 

2. Education and programs coordinator 

Adrienne Robertson moderates the discussion. 

3. Panelist James Price answers a question. 

4. Panelists Dr. Cassandra Newby-Alexander 

and Emmanuel Dabney interact with the 

audience.

in circulation

1

4
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LEGISLATIVE LEGACY

at left: Descendants of James F. Lipscomb, a member 

of the House of Delegates (1869–1877), pose for 

a group picture on the lobby steps at the Library of 

Virginia. Photographs by Michael K. Lease. 

below: Gregg D. Kimball, director of Public Services 

and Outreach, gives a tour of the Library’s exhibition 

Remaking Virginia: Transformation through 
Emancipation to Ajena Rogers, supervisory ranger 

at the Maggie L. Walker National Historic Site and 

a descendant of James A. Fields, a member of the 

House of Delegates (1890–1891). 

“I Am a Soldier Now”
History experts discuss the Civil War 
experience of the U.S. Colored Troops

July 23, 2015, panel discussion on the history of the 

United States Colored Troops and the role they played in 

shaping Virginia’s Civil War experience featured Emmanuel 

Dabney (Petersburg National Battlefield Park), Dr. Cassandra 

Newby-Alexander (Norfolk State University), and James Price 

(Ben Lomond Historic Site and Bristoe Station Battlefield 

Heritage Park).

Remarkable Reunion
African American descendants of Reconstruction-
era legislators visit Library and State Capitol

n July 6, 2015, descendants of 19th-century African American legislators 

gathered at the Library of Virginia to commemorate the lives of these 

important historical figures. In partnership with the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Memorial Commission, the descendants participated in a variety of activities 

including a slave-trail walk, oral history interviews, family historical document 

scanning, group portraits, and tours of the Library’s current exhibition, 

Remaking Virginia: Transformation through Emancipation. That evening they 

attended a reception and panel discussion at the State Capitol on the legacy of 

these African American leaders.
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In Need of Conservation and 
Up for Adoption

Colonial Virginia Papers from the 

State Government Records Collection

Genre: Manuscript Material | Date: 1679–1708

Description: This collection of loose colonial Virginia papers consists 

largely of records kept by the clerk of the colonial Council, the 

governor, and other officials relating to county and colonywide 

government. Described below, the three items in need of conservation 

are oversized vellum documents that are very sensitive to humidity 

and have shrunk and wrinkled over time. Their uneven 

surfaces make them vulnerable to abrasion and loss of text.

A commission of instructions granted to Thomas Culpeper, 

baron Culpeper of Thoresway, as governor of the colony 

of Virginia from King Charles II following the death of Sir 

William Berkeley, dated December 6, 1679.

A deed between William Harlee, of Witham in Essex 

County, England, and John Savill, of Colchester in 

Essex County, for 50 acres in Hatfield Peverel, Essex 

County, dated June 8, 1713.

A deed between Stephen Coney, of Burwash in Sussex 

County, Virginia; Edward Austin, also of Burwash; and 

Constance Cromh, of Heathfield in Sussex County, 

widow of William Cromh, dated January 6, 1708. 

According to the deed, William Cromh originally 

sold three parcels of land containing 16 acres of        

Heathfield to Coney on January 12, 1701.

Conservation Needs: When conserved, the items 

will be relaxed in an ultrasonic humidity chamber, 

gently flattened, and then housed in custom 

storage matte enclosures. 

Total Estimated Conservation Cost: $1,200 
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ADOPT VIRGINIA’S HISTORY

DEED IN NEED

This Sussex County deed is one of three 

colonial-era government documents in need 

of conservation.

Save a Piece of the Past
Your gift can preserve items in the collections

The Adopt Virginia’s History program supports conservation 

efforts for items in the Library of Virginia’s collections. The 

Foundation raises funds for the Library’s conservation projects 

through private donations to the Adopt Virginia’s History 

program by individuals, groups, and member societies, such 

as the Fry-Jefferson Map Society, which focuses on map 

conservation. For more information about this program, please 

contact Amy Bridge at 804.692.3590 or amy.bridge@lva.

virginia.gov. Or go to www.lva.virginia.gov/involved/adopt.asp 

to view items in need of adoption.
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1. FLOWERDEW HUNDRED PLANTATION PAPERS

Adopted by the Order of the Descendants of the Colonial Cavaliers,                                     

the Edwin Wortham IV Family Fund, and Betty G. Schulz

Three different donors recently contributed to adopt the Flowerdew Hundred Plantation Papers 

conservation project mentioned in the last issue of Broadside. These manuscript materials 

date from 1673 to 1893 and relate to the ownership of the Flowerdew Hundred Plantation in 

Prince George County by the Poythress and Willcox families. The Order of the 

Descendants of the Colonial Cavaliers, a hereditary society for men and women, 

which donated $1,500, was enthusiastic to donate again after being so pleased 

with the results of their earlier donations to conservation projects. Courtney 

Clements donated $1,500 on behalf of the Edwin Wortham IV Family Fund, the 

charitable fund of her 91-year-old father. Finally, Betty G. Schulz, of Lighthouse 

Point, Florida, contributed the remaining $204 needed to complete the project’s 

conservation. Schulz tells us that she “loves the Library of Virginia.”

Conservation Treatment: Acetone baths removed lamination from the 

documents, which were then cleaned, mended with Japanese paper, deacidified, 

and rehoused.

2. CRANEY ISLAND MAP

Acquired with Funds Donated by Carole and Marcus Weinstein

A piece of Hampton Roads history from the War of 1812 is now in the collection of the Library 

of Virginia, thanks to acquisition funds ($2,500) generously donated by philanthropists Carole 

and Marcus Weinstein. Documents illustrating the War of 1812 are scarce. This roughly 8” x 13” 

map, entitled The Defence of Craney Island Map, 1813, by George F. de la Roche, is a rare example 

of a wartime map from the American perspective, 

completed by a battle participant at the time of 

the action. In 1813, American forces repulsed 

a 700-strong British landing party that came 

ashore at Hoffler’s Creek west of Craney Island at 

the mouth of the Elizabeth River. Their ultimate 

objective was the capture of Norfolk. A second 

British attempt on the eastern side of the island also 

met with defeat and the Americans scored a victory 

protecting Norfolk from British invasion. 

—Cassandra Farrell, Senior Map Archivist 

Conservation Treatment: Map edges were 

humidified and flattened, and areas of loss were 

infilled with laid paper of a similar tone and weight. 

Tears were repaired with Japanese tissue and rice 

starch paste. The map will be housed in a custom-

made presentation matte. 

—Leslie Courtois, Conservator 

ACQUISITION & ADOPTION 
SUCCESS STORIES

BEFORE & AFTER CONSERVATION

A rare War of 1812 document, The Defence of Craney Island Map 

was created by a battle participant at the time of the action. 

COLONIAL DESCENDANTS DONATE

from left to right: Amy Bridge, Library of Virginia 

Foundation director, and Library staff members 

Audrey McElhinney and Leslie Courtois receive a 

donation for the conservation of the Flowerdew 

Hundred Plantation Papers from the Order of the 

Descendants of the Colonial Cavaliers Historic 

Projects Committee chairman, Dianne Alley Robinson.

above: This plat depicting an area along the James 

River in Prince George County is among the newly 

conserved papers.
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HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS!
With a wide range of holiday, literary, 

and historical gifts, the Virginia Shop 
has something to please each person on 
your list. We’re your headquarters for gifts 
related to Richmond and Virginia, including 
state seal items and stocking stuffers such as 
Virginia peanuts.

Shop our online store 24 hours a day at 
WWW.THEVIRGINIASHOP.ORG. 

Or visit the shops and take advantage of the 
free and secure parking below the Library.



Membership Has Its Privileges

Though millions of people from across the country and around the world use the 

Library’s collections for research, the Library is only partially funded by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. Did you know that the Library has a membership program that 

supplements its programs, events, and exhibitions? Our corps of members provides the 

support needed to share and enrich the Library’s collections. Membership is tax-deductible 

and offers many benefits:

        A subscription to Broadside, the quarterly magazine of the Library of Virginia

A one-time, 30% discount at the Virginia Shops each year you renew

A 10% discount for the remainder of your membership at the Virginia Shop and the 

Discovery Café 

Discounted tickets for special trips

Invitations to exclusive members-only programs and events

Discounted tickets for fee programming and the annual Virginia Literary Luncheon

The best benefit of all? Ensuring the continued legacy of Virginia’s history and culture. 

To learn more about the Semper Virginia Society and benefits of membership, contact 

Amy Bridge at 804.692.3590.

SEMPER VIRGINIA SOCIETY
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DONATING 

End-of-Year Giving
t this special time of year, when family and friends gather to celebrate the 

holidays, we hope that you will remember the Library of Virginia Foundation 

in your year-end giving. Your gift to our annual fund campaign will help to 

preserve the more than one million items in our collection, as well as assist with 

the acquisition of research resources and items for Special Collections. 

To make a donation to our annual fund campaign, or to give a membership as 

a holiday gift, please visit our website, www.thevirginiashop.org/foundation-

membership.aspx, or call 804.692.3900.

Special Giving 
Opportunities 
Do you have a particular passion within 

the Library? If so, one of these special 

giving opportunities may be for you.

Adopt Virginia’s History

Each year the Library of Virginia conserves 
hundreds of books, documents, and 
other artifacts. By “adopting” an item for 
conservation you help to keep it safe and 
available for future generations. Visit 
www.lva.virginia.gov/adopt to learn more 
and see items available for adoption.

Virginia Authors Circle

All funds raised by the Virginia Authors 
Circle go directly to support the 
acquisition, conservation, and study of 
works by Virginia authors. Membership is 
open to Virginia authors, their families, 
and supporters. 

The Hening Society: 
Planned Giving

Bequests can help the Library in many 
ways, always based on your wishes, and 
are best made with the assistance of an 
attorney. 

For more information, please call       
Amy Bridge at 804.692.3590.

Donate Your Books 
and Papers

Do you have books, family papers, 
or business records that you would 
like to see preserved for future 
generations to study? They might 
belong at the Library of Virginia! 
Contact Tom Ray at 804.692.3753 
or tom.ray@lva.virginia.gov.
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Library of Virginia Online Donation Page
www.lva.virginia.gov/donate
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FALL FESTIVAL

Kent and Old Gold brand cigarettes loomed large in the 1953 National Tobacco Festival parade. Beauty 

contests and college football were also part of the festival, celebrated in Richmond for more than 30 years. 

Adolph B. Rice Studio Collection. 

CIGARETTES 
ON PARADE 
National Tobacco Festival 

celebrated Virginia’s 

agricultural star

Tobacco was Virginia’s first successful cash 

crop and has remained an important part of 

the economy ever since. The National Tobacco 

Festival, originating in South Boston, Virginia, 

in 1935, was later celebrated as a Richmond 

tradition from 1949 to 1984. Events included 

beauty contests, tours of tobacco companies, 

luncheons, and a parade. The first grand marshal 

was Frank Sinatra. The festival culminated 

with the Tobacco Bowl, a college football game 

featuring regional teams from Virginia, North 

Carolina, and South Carolina.

PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION


